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The year of the Arctic Fox Centre



Á The Arctic Fox used to be valuable for it´s fur in the past - but it has been priceless for decades. On 
the other hand, hunting has been very costly for the small municipalities of Westfjords ɀmany 
millions a year for a long time.

Á The aim of the Arctic Fox Centre is to turn this fact into the opposite and give the 
people in Westfjords an opportunity to benefit from this animal in a sustainable tourism

By, for example:

Á Collecting, in one place, all material, knowledge and objects related to the arctic fox, in 
past and precence

Á Setting up an exhibition with educating material in a living and visual way ɀabout arctic 
foxes in nature, worldwide in time and space, fur breeding, trading and hunting

Á Participating in and promoting studies on arctic foxes in various fields

Á Enhancing academic and cultural projects on human-fox interactions in Iceland

Á Giving our guests an opportunity to experience something new and educating

Á Becoming leading in developing sustainable wildlife tourism in collaboration with other 
academic institutes and authorities
Á By giving lectures and education for guides and tour operators

Á By guiding tourists, photographers and film producers in arctic fox areas

Á Etc...



Á The Arctic Fox Centre is Prof. Páll Hersteinsson´s idea, introduced by Ester on a tourist 
conference in Isafjordur in April 2005

Á Nothing happens for a while, Ester keeps it behind the ear, who is going to do it? 
Looking for a proper house............somewhere in Westfjords

Á Hears about the old farm Eyrardalur in Súðavík from her daughters elementary teacher 
in Garðabær 2006

Á Travels to westfjords with the family to take a look at the house during the summer 
2006, fell for it ςgentlements agreement with the mayer of Súðavík

Á Ester and family move to Norway for one year ςno one hears from them for a while ...

Á Back in September 2007, already work on a plan, The Arctic Fox Centre is funded on a 
meeting in Súðavík - 42 share holders

Á Begin to work on the project according to the plan, 5 board members

Á Collecting money, applying for grants, funding ...

Á /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭΣ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ άǇŜƻǇƭŜέ ƻǇŜƴ ŀ ǿŜō ǇŀƎŜ

Á In 2009 we had enough money to hire a director ςme J

Á The old farm Eyrardalur rebuilt 2006-2010

Á Súðavík municipality finances the project and offers the house

Á The Arctic Fox Centre opens in June 12th 2010: Exhibition, Café and Theather...



Before

Myndir: Þórður Sigurðsson (fyrir og eftir), Magnús Alfreðsson, Oddný Bergsdóttir

Grind ready 2006

Open house, October 2009
August 2010



Á The house still being prepared
Á Under supervision of Magnus Alfredsson, carpender

Á The webpage opened in June 2009
Á Logo- and handcraft/souvenir competition
Á Preparing the exhibition = Auður Alfífa (Fífa) a 

stuent in exhibition design => hunting story and 
foxhunters

Á Valdimar Gíslason a historican and a foxhunter
Á Guðmundur Jakobsson a foxhunter
Á The Arctic Fox Centre participates in 

The Wild North
Á 4ÈÅ ÒÅÃÅÁÒÃÈ Ȱ4ÏÕÒÉÓÔ ÅÆÆÅÃÔÓ ÏÎ ÁÒÃÔÉÃ ÆÏØÅÓȱ 

begins 2008 = Borgný Katrínardóttir, a biology 
student

Á Guiding, three documentary films and several 
photographers

Á Tobias Mennle, Marie Heléne Baconnet, Cecilia 
Xavier

Á Introducing the project in all opportunities !
Á Dissections on carcasses from foxhunters, in 

collaboration with HÍ (Páll Hersteinsson) and NAVE
Á A collaboration with tour operators: Vesturferðir 

and Borea Adventures, academic institutes 
(Fræðasetur HÍ og Náttúrustofu Vestfjarða ) on 
developing sustainable wildlife tourism ɀȰ6ÉÌÌÔ ÄĻÒ 
að féþúfu ɀ4ÈÅ 7ÉÌÄ .ÏÒÔÈȱ

Á The Westfjords devlopemental growth grand 
supports the project


